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Abstract 

Air quality is deteriorating at an alarming rate in the ten rapidly developing countries of Southeast Asia. 
Lack of air quality management frameworks with clear lines of responsibility and authority across 
jurisdictions or levels of government, lack of access to technical and scientific findings, as well as little to 
no coordination between agencies or basic policy structures make it difficult for air quality managers in 
the region to adequately respond to this growing health and environmental crisis.  In this presentation we 
will share the experiences and findings of the Air quality South East Asia Community of Practice (SEA-AQ 
CoP), an initiative coordinated by the World Resources Institute (WRI) with support from U.S. Department 
of State. This initiative (which builds on the Latin America and Africa AQ CoP) brings together air quality 
practitioners and scientist with focus in Indonesia, Malaysia and The Philippines, while open and to other 
participants from Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam.  Over the last two years, a Regional Needs Prioritization 
questionnaire survey has been disseminated among different stakeholders to gather their perception 
about gaps and needs related to capacity building on air quality and other related topics. Based on the 
needs identification, webinars with a quarterly frequency, hybrid sessions (in Jakarta) held quarterly and, 
once a year in-person sessions have been taken place. A sharing platform to promote interaction among 
the participants and as a source of recorded sessions and other materials has been set up. To promote 
synergies and avoid duplication of efforts, some  activities have being done in conjunction with ongoing 
projects such as the Clean Air Catalyst in Jakarta.  In our presentation we will share the findings of the 
regional need's prioritization, plan for next activities and lessons learned so far, aiming to bring more 
scientist to join this community of practice. 

Early Career Scientist 

NO, I am not an early career scientist. 

IGAC Activities 

GEIA: Global Emissions Initiative 

IGAC Regional Working Groups 

Southern Hemisphere Working Group 


